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Our ancestors from the Stone Age knew how to
use the animals which have been killed by them
in each aspect. When, two million years ago, the
precursors of humans went hunting, not only
plants were the source of food but also animals.
The meat was eaten, the tendons were converted
into string lines and bow-strings and the bones
were used as tools. At once, one also noticed that
the skins of the animals could be used. Fatefully
connected to nature, humankind was dependent
on using the skins of the killed animals for their
protection against the weather and for their
clothing. They realized that the skins were not
long-lasting in the raw state and so it did not take
long, until they discovered the process of tanning.

Tanning is an ancient artisan activity. The tanner
profession was regarded very highly; leather
articles were as valuable as gold or ivory.
Egyptians from higher social classes wore sandals
when they were not walking barefoot. Their
manufacturing was relatively complex - until new
tanning processes were developed in the Roman
Empire, through which leather articles were more
easily produced.

The actual tanning essentially achieves a
protection of the skin from decomposition. In

this process, the skin’s egg white is linked with a
tanning agent. This compound preserves the skin,
and therefore makes it resistant against water
and putrefactive bacteria without losing its natural
structure - it has become leather.
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Ernst Ldthy, the founder of the de Sede
manufactory, always had a special concern
that leather should remain as skin, so that
the noble material would not be deprived
of its natural beauty and functions. With
the development of pure aniline-dyed
DS-original leather, he already succeeded
in meeting his high demands for furniture
leather in 1964. Nearly flawless grain leather
from young bulls of best animal farming
from Swiss, South German, Scandinavian
and Austrian provenance, were and still are
the prerequisites for our top qualities. Only
grain leather surfaces have the necessary
texture and elasticity suitable for intensively
used seating furniture. There is possibly
no other upholstery manufacturer with
stricter standards for their selection and
processing of leather than de Sede. In bull
tanneries, the world’s most demanding
leathers are produced for our collection
with our standards and recipes. Every skin
undergoes strict supervisions: testing's

of resistance to fading and frictions, grain
pattern, finishing of the texture, grip,
strength, impregnation, odour and cut.
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As early as 1976, we invented the legendary
NECK leather which is patented by

de Sede. A 4.5 - 5 mm thick young bull
leather, which found its revolutionary
introduction through the model DS-47.
Through their weight, the bullish skins
should not lose their shape when being
processed into seating furniture. This
alone caused the developers and saddlers
of de Sede to be faced with quite some
challenges.

The design for the material was not the
determining factor for the ever-successful
DS-47; it was instead the form which
had to submititself to the material. The
challenge could only be solved manually,
genuine leather should not be placed in
fast machines, but in clever hands.

BEITE, ERMNEW AR R FE RO
AR ERE I R R T8 H 4R
Hin 32 astE—xHixie—
NGRS B AN # 1T IE, Mg
EMEE. FIRRAER BRI ELE
BHEENANERINERE VT
FKPEHH R EHITLEAAR  FIIER
M7 E. A BT —a @ SUT NI &
E—RARNRP=ERFHNE LR REX
B, BN AR EEEREHE 73]
FERRES EATEME.

fEM = <, de Sede 5 EH A K.de Sede
— AN E EH A, RIS RERI%
M TR ARRMMERENZ .

To this , our leather lab is still constantly
researching new leather qualities and
details in their processing. There is
constant trial and error, renewals and
dismiss We approach the fascination

of leather from all possible directions. All
leathers which we select through leather
specialists in tanneries, are meticulously
tested, for example, on their so-called fade
times. In a Xenon light test system, we
simulate three to five years of daylight
exposure within a week. This is the only
way to ensure that our strict guidelines with
regard to fading are fulfilled.

In brief, de Sede grew up with leather.

de Sede thinks in leather, which is why

this material is at the centre of all thoughts
ng the creative and processing

technology nature.
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The aniline or nappa leather belongs to the full
grain leathers and is the most beautiful leather
that exists. The leather is dyed thoroughly in
barrels with the best possible pigments and is
subsequently provided with hydrophobicizers that
makes it moisture and oil repellent. The leather
has soft, cosy and warm feel to it; exhilarating for
every lover of leather!

In addition to the dye colour, optimized, slightly
pigmented aniline leather receives a light tint

with pigment colours. A protective layer against
moisture and pollutant. Due to this easy finishing,
the leather is somewhat more even in colour, but it
retains its wonderful aura. Thanks to the finishing,
this slightly pigmented leather has high wear and
use properties and is therefore a low-maintenance
leather.

Semi-aniline leather has a lightly pigmented
surface and the degree of pigmentation is a sort
of golden middle between natural aniline and
covered leather. Semi-aniline leather is dyed with
a small amount of colour pigments, whereby skin
irregularities are partially covered. The natural
grain leather look can be retained extensively.
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1. LIMING

A skin passes through many complex steps, until it
becomes leather: it is washed and freed from
manure and impurities. Then the skin is ‘salt
limed’. Due to the strong alkaline treatment in the
slaked lime, it has to be soaked in order to loosen
the skin fibre texture. Thus, the hair is removed
and the collagen textures of the skin are loosened
up. The dehaired, cleaned skin is called ‘pelt’.

2. DEFLESHING

During the defleshing process, non-usable parts
such as tissue, meat and fat residues are removed
by using the sharp blade drums in the shearing
machine.

3. SKIVING

In the subsequent skiving, the skin is split three
layers through two cuts. The swelling process of
the bareness makes this possible. Grain, centre
and meat segments are formed. The earlier hair
side is processed into high quality grain leather.
de Sede uses exclusively this layer. The below so-
called skived skin is often used for the production
of suede, or it is used for shoe soles, belts etc.
after further processing.

4. DECALCIFICATION
When decalcifying, the chemicals used in the
slaked lime, are removed again.

5. ACID CLEANING

Through enzymes, the ‘pelt’ undergoes. Thereby,
the further decay of the skin is initiated and its
absorption capacity is improved. Should the
leather be especially soft and smooth, the acid
cleaning must be more intensive.

6. TANNING

Now the actual tanning, the transformation of
the raw skin into durable leather, begins. Tanning
essentially adds a protection from decomposition
to the skin.
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7. CHROME TANNING

Today, a chemical compound of basic chromium
salts with the proteins of the skin is the most
frequently used tanning method and is applied to
leather which is used by de Sede. Chromium salts
are used in this tanning process. Large, rotatable
barrels or cylinders are in charge of the tanning
process. Tanning using chromium salts reduces
the duration of the tanning process to a few hours
and the leather becomes much softer.

8. SAMMING

For further processing, the water must be removed
from the dripping wet skin. In the samming press,
they are sammed, i.e. dewatered. This is done in a
machine using felts that squeeze a part of the water
under high pressure. The wet blue originates.

9. FOLDING AND CREASING

The tanned and sammed skin is again levelled

to the desired thickness. The exact thickening of
the leather is done by cutting the flesh-side. The
entire width of approximately three meters can be
processed in a single transition.

10. RE-TANNING

Further tanning agents in combination with the
basic tanning process modify or optimize the
leather properties. Softness, grip, tearing value
and elasticity are affected by this process.

11. COLOURING

Apart from the leather type, the colour and finish
(the so-called finishing) play the most important
roles in the quality of furniture leather. The
colouring of leather is just as old as the leather
itself. The prehistoric man coloured leather with
natural dyes. For this, he used coloured juices of
certain plants and fruits. The first synthetic dye
was produced around 1860, followed by numerous
other colours. Now, we know them under the
generic term ‘aniline dye’. Good leather is
coloured with aniline dye in a water bath. In this
process, the dye penetrates into the pores and
completely dyes the leather. Thereby, it can retain
its colour nuance, even under extreme demands.
Simultaneously, the leather is supplied with
high-quality refatting and impregnating agents.
This way, it achieves its pollutant and water
repellent properties and softness.

12. DRYING

Not only good wine should be stored well and
dry, but leather too. After the dyeing process,

the leather is dewatered and air-dried on a clamp
frame. The drying fastens the skin fibres and often
occurs through tension and heat.
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13. FINISHING

This is the collective term for all jobs concerning
the surface treatment of the leather. The aim of
the finishing is to make the leather more refined
and more attractive. The finishing process can add
certain characteristics to the leather. For example,
evenness of colour, shininess and protection
against moisture and damage. This gives the
leather the typical ‘grip’.

14. QUALITY CONTROL

During the entire production period, the leather is
supervised by quality assurances in the tanneries
and every step is documented. This is the only
way to ensure that the finished leather meets the
demands of the desired end product. At final
sorting, the leather is classified according to
certain quality characteristics.

15. MEASUREMENT

At the end, an electronic surface measurement in
mz2 follows. Then, the leathers are classified into
assortments.
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Bulls are essentially suppliers for human nutrition.
They primarily supply milk and meat and always
also skins, but those are the by-products of meat
production. Therefore, no cow is slaughtered for
the purpose of its skin.

de Sede only processes skins that come from
happy bulls; they must come from a region where
they are fed with special and suitable animal feed,
where they are adequately maintained and most
importantly, where they are treated well.

As young bulls, they spend the first months of their
lives together with their mother. In the summer,
they live on the pasture and in the winter they live
in a large free-range barn. They can move and
relax as they wish. They come to the meadows

so often, in the stall, they have enough space for
appropriate behaviour. Light, air and cleanliness
increase the feel-good factor.

From spring to autumn, meadows and pastures
invite bulls to graze for days; there are lush grasses
and tasty mountain herbs to be found - along with
airy stalls with generous berths of straw. This is
where they live, the happy bulls!
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The animal’s skin is identified by climatological
and other circumstances from where the animal
lives. Most animals will get scratches, insect bites
or even diseases during their lives which will leave
scars in the leather. Skins, from a region where the
animals have spent their whole lives within barbed
wire fences for example, are not suitable for

de Sede furniture leather because of the many
scars. The most important requirement for

de Sede leather is that one may hardly see any
damages. However, there are no completely
undamaged skins, and on every furniture leather
one can find scratches or faded injuries. This only
proves that one is dealing with a natural product
with a distinctive character, even from happy bulls.
A healed scar does not necessarily mean a
reduction in the quality of the leather.

Following, we will describe a list of natural
characteristics which could be found on your
piece of furniture. During the production of
furniture, we make sure that such parts do not
appear in a concentrated manner or at well visible
spots.
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INSECT BITES
Small surface damages which is caused by
different kinds of insects.

NECK WRINKLES

Approximately 3-4 mm wide lines that have rougher
scars than the surrounding surface. In the case

of semi-aniline leather, they are more prominent
when the light is penetrating at a greater angle.
Neck wrinkles emphasize the natural beauty of the
leather.

STRUCTURAL DIFFERENCES

Areas, in which the scars change from a fine to a
rough structure, e.g. the places where the sides of
the skin pass into the abdominal region.

ROOT OF HAIR

Areas with very small spots point to hair roots.
They can usually only be seen, when the skin has
been put into a tense condition during the
upholstery process.
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The leather qualities of de Sede are
robust, full of character, sensual and
beautiful. They differ primarily in their
strength, their scars and their finish. They
are low-maintenance and fine-coloured
nappa leather, natural leather with natural
structures, especially soft and smooth
and with a silky grip. Each skin is unique.
The natural appearance depends strongly

on the texture of the young bull’s skin,
body fat and the nutrition of the animal.
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Preseﬁv'ed' naturalness with incomparably striking
i1 _char/éma' turns into an eye-catcher of the particular |
type - quaZitatively without any alte,rnétive.
' y | \ \
~ The natural leather comes from the most primitive
and strongest bulls. The main characteristic is the
smooth-soft grip. The rustic, roughly gfqined surface
structure with its originally grown, distinctive neck
wrinkles, shrinking scars and embos mehl’§. NECK is
~ extremely duralf_)le and almost indestn‘/czl‘ible. It feels
warm and is comfortable and slkin-friend/y'. y
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DS-CLUB
EFEZ /thickness: 2,4 - 2,8 mm

!

SHERE, EHEL LENRASTRA—E

NEBA+R AR ZRITE, ANNAZE
TG, iRl

Full-grained, unique in the finishing of pores, _ééé/_@
and surface structure - strong, firm, durable,
resistant to form and colour, however still soft and
cosy. Hocar

ST

SR

It is characterized by its durability and stab}'/ity. It‘_s-'_'
open pores allows it to be breathable and
temperature-regulated. /
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DS-NATURALE

EE/thickness: 1,5 - 1,7 mm
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Unquestionably, the most authentic form of leather
with all the positive qualities of the natural material -
exceptionally soft and flexible with a silky grip. All the
positive qualities of nature are preserved.

NATURALE is leather that lives and breathes.
Through touches and the effect of light it changes 1
in time. It forms a patina, which is characteristic for |
high-quality leather. The unsealed NATURALE leather
can show slight differences in the colour intensity,
but this just emphasizes the original character of the
leather. Thus, natural features such as the charac- '
teristic folds are recognizable and desirable, and
emphasizes the natural and elegant surface.




DS-TOUCH

B /thickness: 1,2 - 1,4 mm
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There are only few leather qualities that can.fofll‘e _; %
an immediate and intensive haptic even at the first
touch due to their hand-flattering surfacés.‘ i

The special fascination of this unique, an//me—
optimized leather with a light pigmentation is also S
due to its unaltered structure and the silk lustre of
the natural skin, which creates an authentic, n@ble
patina through use. DS-TOUCH is breathable /eal‘h-
er, and cannot be more original or of higher quam‘ysx




DS-SELECT

EE/thickness: 1,2 - 1,4 mm

XAERE B RIAR R, 5T RFBEAMA.
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AR RELNE, ERFEEEMYSINERN, RE
TRENTEEME,

This lightly pigmented nappa leather is very durable,
easy to clean and long lasting. The characteristic
folds, scratches and pores are retained through
careful processing.

SELECT is dyed after the tanning process and is giv-
en a special finishing to preserve the natural radiance
while simultaneously improving the protection. It is

a matter of a natural aging process, which gives a
lovely patina. Through the easy finishing, the leather
is somewhat more uniform in colour, however it
retains its wonderful charisma.




DS-LIVING

[E R /thickness: 1,6 - 1,7 mm
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The //g[rﬂy p]qmentéd (‘ealﬁer«?pé,e«vesla gent/e
mechamcal,‘ e?n[s@ssvng after The-?nlsh/ng, in order to
make the -surfgaga$' beayﬁfw as pass,zb/e

X Iy'user frJendIy, because
the fi n/sh mt,epﬁ'ayaﬁvst ﬁ1075ture=, sweat or skin
fat. Desp:gejt.s km mﬁinpefaahce ﬁn/sh LIVING has
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DS-ARTISANO

EE/thickness: 2,4 - 2,6 mm
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Strong, firm
de Sede’



FERVSE

Leather care
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de Sede Leather are natural products with open
pores and are therefore breathable and by nature
relatively low maintenance. Through proper care
they still gain beauty for years and develop their
own patina. Nevertheless, regular and proper care
is required. We have developed a special care

set with cleaner and care cream especially for the
maintenance of our leather: ‘Leather Soft Cleaner’
and ‘Leather Cream’.

In order for the leather to retain its properties such
as breathability, moisture control, heat balance
and velvety grip for years, the following guidelines
must be taken into consideration.

Leather is a pure, natural product and goes
through changes similar to noble wood when it
comes to sunlight and other strong light sources.
Therefore, furniture should be protected from
direct sunlight and a minimum distance of 40 cm
away from heat sources.

Immediately dab any kinds of liquids away, so that
they cannot penetrate into the leather.

Dust your furniture every now and then using a
wet and soft cloth (no microfiber). Leather needs
some moisture.

Never use solvents such as stain remover,
turpentine and petrol. Also, no shoe polishes or
floor cleaners. We strongly recommend our care
set for proper cleaning and care.

Before you start the cleaning and care, you should
try the agent in a hidden place. And never apply

it directly on the leather. Apply the agent on a
clean and soft cloth first. Then apply it gently and
extensively from seam to seam and do not rub
strongly. Cleaning should always be done on a
wide area and should never be handled selectively
in small areas.
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pply to our

For the cleaning and care of this high-quality leather,
firstly the surface should be wet using distilled water
and then dried again. For heavily soiled areas or
scratches, use the NATURALE cleaning sponge.
Apply with slight pressure and rub in one direction on
the leather by handling the entire surface, from seam
to seam. Then rub the surface off with a cloth to
remove the fine dust. Never apply waxy and greasy
detergents on the NATURALE leather.

In case of doubt, always contact our specialist.
Please refer to the special instructions in the care kit
or on our website: www.desede.ch
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SERIINLTTZ
Perfect Processing

48
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For de Sede, perfection is what drives us, what gives
us value and ambition. It is with care, that we face
even the smallest details. The need for quality, that
strives not only for a good, but for the best possible
solution. Our love for detail becomes especially

clear in the sewing room. We apply techniques and
procedures that are rarely used nowadays. Artful,
precise connections and stitching are the evidence
of highest meticulousness.

At de Sede, one has always thought about the
sewing techniques. For example, in the year 1967
the handstitched seams of the DS-371 model, the
saddler seam of DS-61 or the complex thread-
binding for the DS-51 have been invented in the

de Sede Studio. Another creation was the zigzag
seams with surgical thread, a sewing technique for
extremely thick leather. And the simple triple seam
and triple zigzag seams which are all an innovation in
sewing technology.

49
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STITCHING AND SEAMS

TEES feikEs Wk 484 WEERES Yrbg Hin
Standard seam Blind seam Double ornamental stitching Double french seam Single stitching Piping

TR %454 XA BES TR HES )= ovil piiksEk=revl BREERN
Crossed lacing with stitching Crossed leather lacing with lace Crossed leather lacing with leather stripes Wide piping Thick piping Piping Rhombo

WE%ES FIRHES KEEDEES o (TR
Seam insert Handstitched seams Simple french seam Piping (without cord)
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Leather ABC

ANILIN COLOURING

Natural and transparent finishing’s. The
leather is dyed, instead of paint-sprayed
and sealed. This leaves the leather with
open pores, the natural features are

still visible and the leather remains as
authentic, as nature has created it.

ANILINE LEATHER

Collective term for only with dye
coloured leather and pigment-free
finishings.

BLANK LEATHER

Bull leather, vegetable tanned, slightly
greased, and smooth. For leather goods,
bags and furniture.

BOX CALF
Finely grained, smooth and solid calf,
chrome-tanned, for shoes and bags.

BUFFALO LEATHER

Made from the skins of Asian water
buffaloes and used for furniture and
leather goods.

GLAZED KID - KID LEATHER
Very fine goat and kid leather,
chrome-tanned, for shoes, bags and
leather goods.

REAL LEATHER

A slogan often used in the furniture
industry, but they do not provide infor-
mation on the type and quality of the
leather to the customer. Each leather is
genuine but in some cases, it can also
signify a low quality leather, for example
split leather or plastic-coated leather.

FINE LEATHER
Collective name for solid, thin leather for
leather goods.

COVERED LEATHER
Leathers with grain surfaces that have
been covered with a layer of colour.

GLACE LEATHER

Flexible leather from lamb's skin and kid
leather, tanned with alum, flour and egg
yolk, white; for hand gloves.

HAPTIC

Is crucial for experiencing leather. Does it
feel soft or firm, warm or cold? Touching
leather is at least as important as looking
at it.

DEER NAPPA

Deer leather garments, mostly chrome-
tanned, fully-grained, soft, fully dyed,
aniline type.

NAPPA LEATHER

The process comes from the California
Napa Valley. At the end of the process, a
particularly soft and grippy smooth leather
comes into existence i.e., the nappa
leather. Its surface can be smooth or
embossed.

SCARS

There is a peculiar pore image to each
animal skin, which becomes visible on
the outside of the skin or fur after
removal of the hair or woollen dress.

GRAIN SIDE

The outer side of the animal skin, where
the fur originally comes from. de Sede
leather furniture is exclusively made up
of grain leather.

NUBUCK
A solid, grain-cut calf or bull leather with
velvety surface.

PIGMENT-FINISHING

Fine colour pigments are used in the
surface treatment of the leather. One
also speaks of ‘covered’ leather.

YW

SUEDE LEATHER
All leathers with mechanically roughened
surface are considered suede leathers.

SEMI-ANILINE LEATHER

Leather which is aniline-dyed using small
amounts of dyes. The natural grain can
thereby be preserved.

SPLIT/SPLITS

If a skin is divided into several layers over
the entire surface, the process is called
splitting.

VACHETTE LEATHER

Large-scale bull leather, vegetable
tanned, split, for upholstery, bag and
leather goods.

VELOUR
On the meat part of the velvety polished
leather, dyed.

FULL LEATHER
Leather of non-layered skins and furs,
also used for split grain leather.

WATERPROOF
Water repellent bull upper leather;
chrome-tanned, hydrophobic.

SUEDE

Leather from skins and fur of wild
animals; Grain part or meat part, finely
polished.

WET BLUE LEATHER
Chrome-tanned leather, which is not
further processed and sold in wet
condition.
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